
  2019 General Election 

Responses to our manifesto 

Conservatives  
We appreciate you taking the time to share your thoughts on the prevention of high blood pressure, 
cardiovascular disease, obesity and type 2 diabetes, you have raised a number of  interesting points. 
 
The government is committed to its goal of halving childhood obesity and reducing the gap in 
obesity between children from the most and least deprived areas by 2030.  
 
The Conservatives will provide record investment in our NHS, which is vital not only for frontline 
services but also for prevention and education programmes surrounding health and lifestyle issues, 
such as obesity. This means services which target the root causes of poor health and promote the 
health of the whole individual, not just treating single acute illnesses. 
 
Green Party 
No response. 
 
Labour 
No response. 
 
Liberal Democrats 
Many thanks for taking the time to share your thoughts. 
 
SNP 
No response.  
 
 

Released manifestos – content related to prevention, nutrition and health 

Conservatives 

 We will invest in preventing disease as well as curing it. We will tackle the underlying causes 

of increases in NHS demand, for example via a long-term strategy for empowering people 

with lifestyle-related conditions such as obesity to live healthier lives, as well as tackling 

childhood obesity, heart disease and diabetes 

 And we will improve hospital food alongside our wider National Food Strategy. 

 Children should grow up in an environment with no limits to their potential – which is one of 

the reasons we are making it a priority to put more money in the pockets of low-paid 

workers and maintaining our commitment to free school meals. 

Green Party 

 Legislate for a right to food, giving everyone access to healthy, nutritious, locally grown food, 

including the creation of new providers to supply this food at an affordable price to schools. 

We will also promote children’s access to healthy food and tackle childhood obesity, 

including by updating the School Food Standards to reflect the latest nutritional guidance 

and apply to all schools, and renaming ‘Free School Meals’ the ‘School Meals Allowance’ to 

tackle stigma. 
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Labour 

 Labour will introduce A Right to Food. We will end ‘food bank Britain’. We will ensure 

everyone has access to healthy, nutritious, sustainably produced food. We will halve food 

bank usage within a year and remove the need for them altogether in three years. We will 

establish a National Food Commission and review the Allotments Act. We will make food 

security a reason to intervene in the economy and work with local councils to minimise food 

waste  

 We will introduce a Future Generations Well-being Act, enshrining health aims in all policies 

and a new duty for NHS agencies to collaborate with directors of public health. We will 

invest more than £1 billion in public health and recruit 4,500 more health visitors and school 

nurses. We will increase mandated health visits, ensure new mothers can have access to 

breastfeeding support and introduce mental health assessments in a maternal health check 

six weeks after birth.  

 We will invest in children’s oral health, tackle childhood obesity and extend the sugar tax to 

milk drinks. We will ban fast-food restaurants near schools and enforce stricter rules around 

the advertising of junk food and levels of salt in food. We will take actions to significantly 

reduce infant deaths and ensure families who lose a baby receive appropriate bereavement 

support as well as protections at work. 

Liberal Democrats 

 Publish a National Wellbeing Strategy, which puts better health and wellbeing for all at the 
heart of government. Ministers from all departments will be responsible for implementing 
the strategy. 

 Pursue a Health in All Policies approach, as recommended by the World Health Organization. 
This means that national and local decision making, policies and interventions will only take 
place after the full impact on people’s mental and physical health has been fully assessed. 

 Keep public health within local government, where it is effectively joined-up with preventive 
community services. We will re-instate the funding that was cut from public health budgets 
by the Conservatives and join up services across public health and the NHS. 

 Introduce a new statutory requirement for public health interventions evaluated as cost 
effective by NICE to be available to qualifying people, within three months of publication of 
guidance. 

 Develop a strategy to tackle childhood obesity including restricting the marketing of junk 
food to children, and closing loopholes in the Soft Drinks Industry Levy. We will extend it to 
include juice- and milk-based drinks that are high in added sugar. 

 Guarantee that every child who is eligible for free school meals has access to at least an hour 
a day of free activities to improve their health and wellbeing. Local authorities will be funded 
through the public health grant to deliver the ‘Wellbeing Hour’ according to local needs, for 
example through voluntary organisations or after-school clubs. We recognise the importance 
of active play to children and the need for this to be supported. 

 Require labelling for food products, in a readable font size, and publication of information on 
calorie, fat, sugar and salt content in restaurants and takeaways. 

 Restrict how products high in fat, salt and sugar are marketed and advertised by multiple 
retailers. 

 Reduce smoking rates by introducing a new levy on tobacco companies to contribute to the 
costs of health care and smoking cessation services. 

 Legislate for the right to unpolluted air, and take urgent action to reduce pollution especially 
from traffic. 
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 Introduce minimum unit pricing for alcohol, taking note of the impact of the policy in 
Scotland. We will also ensure universal access to addiction treatment. 

SNP 

 Our ambition is for Scotland to be the first ‘Daily Mile’ nation with roll out to nurseries, 

schools, colleges, universities and workplaces across the country. Every school will be 

offered help to become a Daily Mile school, with 800 Scottish primary schools currently 

taking part in the initiative. 

 SNP MPs will continue to press the UK government on key policies which are reserved to 

Westminster – such as closing the loopholes in the sugary drinks tax, tightening regulation of 

broadcast and digital junk food advertising seen by children, and introducing clearer food 

labelling. 

 


